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Summary 

Holland, A.E. (2012). Nomenclature and synonymy of several Goodenia R.Br. (Goodeniaceae) 
species from northern Australia. Austrobaileya 8(4): 688-695. The nomenclature, characters and 
morphological variation for several species of Goodenia from the Northern Territory and Queensland 
are investigated, and the names G. paludicola Carolin and G. heteroptera (F.Muell.) B.D. Jacks, are 
newly recorded as synonyms of G. minutiflora F.Muell. and G. pilosa (R.Br.) Carolin respectively. 
New amended descriptions are provided, along with notes on identification and conservation. 
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Introduction 

Goodenia paludicola Carolin and G. 

heteroptera (F.Muell.) B.D.Jacks. are 
currently listed as Near Threatened under 
Queensland’s Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

These two species have been difficult to 
distinguish from G. minutiflora F.Muell. and 
G. pilosa (R.Br.) Carolin respectively, based 
on the available literature. These species all 
occur in the seasonally wet areas of northern 
Queensland (Qld), and in the northern part 
of the Northern Territory (NT). Ephemerals 
in these areas plus adjacent parts of Western 
Australia (WA), have previously been poorly 
collected due to inaccessibility during the 
wet season. The taxonomic and conservation 
status of these species is here re-examined 
in light of the many additional herbarium 
collections now available. 

Materials and methods 

Diagnostic characters from the literature 
were examined (Carolin 1990, 1992) and 
are discussed in light of observations made 
on the type material, additional specimen 
collections, and field observations. Type 
specimens from SYD and MEL, along with 
the full set of specimens now available at 
BRI were examined: 22 specimens of G. 
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minutiflora/G. paludicola (including one from 
the NT); and more than 150 specimens of G. 
pilosa/G. heteroptera (including 12 from the 
NT). Measurements were made by steel ruler 
or micrometer. Field observations were made 
in several areas of north Qld. 

1. Goodenia paludicola Carolin and G. 
minutiflora F.Muell. 

The type specimen of Goodenia paludicola 

was designated by Carolin (1990) as 
“holotype: Queensland: 14 miles (22.4 km) 
NW of Corinda on road to Westmoreland, 
R.C.Carolin 9147, 7 May 1974 (NSW). 
Isotype: SYD”. This collection was not 
found in NSW (see acknowledgements). The 
isotype in SYD is not designated as such, 
but named “Goodenia udicola Carolin” on 
the label (7.5.1974) and annotated “Goodenia 
paludicola correct name Jan 1989”. As the 
only type material found, this specimen is 
here designated as lectotype for the name 
G. paludicola. Another cited specimen 
(<Carolin 8766 [SYD]), was also annotated 
as “Goodenia udicola Carolin” (10.12.1974) 
and further annotated as “isotype” possibly 
at a later time, but as this name was never 
published it can be ignored. 

The remaining three specimens cited 
by Carolin in the protologue of Goodenia 
paludicola (Carolin 1990) are all from the 
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NT. These have been re-determined as G. 
purpurascens R.Br. based on the much longer 
corollas, and are therefore excluded from this 
study (see acknowledgements). 

The lectotype of Goodenia minntiflora, 

designated by Carolin (1990), was also 
examined “Lectotype: Queensland: Between 
the Norman and Gilbert rivers, T. Gulliver 
68 (MEL 23997). Isolectotypes: MEL 23998, 
22243*” the latter an additional collection by 
Gulliver from the Norman River. Bentham 
(1868) fails to mention G. minutiflora, 

although he describes “var. ? minutaF MuqW” 
under G. purpurascens, a later synonym (see 
taxonomy below). 

Discussion of characters 

Mueller (1874) described Goodenia 

minutiflora as a small herb [8-15 mm] with 
cauline leaves rarely opposite and then little 
different to bracteoles, the calyx lobes semi- 
linear, short, corolla minute [c. 3.2 mm], the 
lobes equal and not winged, seeds many, 
minute. Carolin (1990, 1992) distinguished 
his new species G. paludicola from G. 
minutiflora by the larger corolla that is deeper 
in colour, and the auricles on the superior 
lobes enclosing the indusium. 

Peduncles. Carolin (1990,1992) described the 
peduncles of G. paludicola as “to 3 mm long”. 
The peduncle is normally described as “the 
part of the stalk below the bracteoles” Carolin 
(1992: 10). However, in this case it appears 
that the distance measured is that between the 
two uppermost bracts (bracteoles) which are 
subopposite on the stem. The inflorescences 
(both species) are complex thyrse-like 
panicles with indeterminate growth, the 
bracts subtending each new branch initially  
opposite and then increasingly smaller and 
offset by up to 3 mm towards the plant apex. 
The peduncles in this case are correctly 
interpreted as the distance between the 
uppermost bracts and the point of branching 
of the inflorescence directly below. This 
measurement was observed to be 4-20 mm 
on the type material of G. paludicola. 

The peduncles of the type material of 
Goodenia minutiflora and the other specimens 
examined of this species, were also observed 
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to be 4-20 mm (described as 4-10 mm in 
Carolin 1992). 

Pedicels. The pedicel length for Goodenia 
paludicola was described as 7-9 mm by 
Carolin (1990, 1992). This does not appear to 
be correct even for the type material which 
was observed to have pedicels 3-15 mm long. 

The pedicels of the type material of 
Goodenia minutiflora were observed to be 
5-16 mm long (described as 5-7 mm by 
Carolin 1992). The other specimens examined 
were observed to have pedicel lengths 3-29 
mm. 

Sepal length. The sepal length for Goodenia 
paludicola is described as 1.5-1.8 mm 
(Carolin 1990, 1992) but the sepal length 
observed for the type material was less than 1 
mm. The length of sepals for the type material 
of G. minutiflora, along with the majority of 
specimens examined, was also less than 1 
mm, although a number of specimens had 
slightly longer sepals, up to 1.8 mm long. 

Corolla length. Corolla length was used by 
Carolin (1990, 1992) to distinguish Goodenia 
paludicola (4-5 mm) from G. minutiflora 

(2-3 mm). However, the type material of G. 
paludicola was observed to have corollas 2-3 
mm long. The type material of G. minutiflora 
was also observed to have corollas 2-3 mm 
long, and the corollas of the other specimens 
examined were observed to be 2-6 mm long. 
Therefore the species cannot be distinguished 
by corolla length. 

Corolla colour. The deeper corolla colour 
was one of the characters used to distinguish 
Goodenia paludicola from G. minutiflora. 

Carolin (1990, 1992) describes the corolla 
colour of G. paludicola as bluish-purple, 
and on the label of the type material it is 
described as pale purple. Similar specimens 
collected from the same area as the type of 
G. paludicola had corolla colour described on 
the labels as purple-red (Forster PIF20926 & 
Booth), white to pale mauve (Pullen 9123), or 
purple (Thompson WES724 & Hogan). 

The colour of the corolla of G. minutiflora 

was described as purple by Mueller (1874) and 
“white suffused purple or purplish outside” 
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by Carolin (1992), but corolla colour is not 
mentioned on the labels of this type material. 
The corolla colour of additional specimens 
examined were variously described as white, 
mauve or red-purple. It is apparent therefore 
that corolla colour is not a reliable character 
for distinguishing these two proposed species. 

Corolla lobe auricles. Goodenia paludicola 

was distinguished from G. minutiflora by 
“the auricles on the superior lobes enclose the 
indusium” (Carolin 1990, 1992). The indusia 
of Goodenia species are often enclosed or 
“sheltered” below the auricles in the early 
stages of flowering (personal observation) and 
this is variable on the specimens examined. 
The “enclosing” of indusia is possibly 
dependant on the age of the flower or pressing 
process. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above observations, the type 
material of Goodenia paludicola appears 
to represent a small part of the variation 
apparent across the range of G. minutiflora 
and is therefore here treated as a synonym of 
that species. The description of G. minutiflora 
is here amended from Carolin (1979, 1990, 
1992) to accommodate the additional 
observed variation. 

Taxonomy 

Goodenia minutiflora F.Muell., Fragm. 
8: 244 (1874) Type: [Queensland. Cook 
District:] Between the Norman and Gilbert 
Rivers, 1874, TGulliver 68 (lecto: MEL, 
isolecto: MEL,fide Carolin [1990]). 

Goodeniapurpurascens var. minima F.Muell. 
ex Benth., FI. Austral. 4: 78 (1868); G. minima 
(Benth.) Domin, Biblioth. Bot. 22: 643 (1929). 
Type: Northern Territory. Upper Victoria R. 
[River], s.dat., F.Mueller s.n. (holo: K n.v:, 

iso: MEL). 

Goodenia paludicola Carolin, Telopea 3: 
536 (1990), syn. nov. Type: Queensland. 
Burke District: 14 miles [c. 22 km] NW of 
Corinda on road to Westmoreland, 7 May 
1974, R.C.Carolin 9147 (lecto: SYD, here 
designated). 

Slender annual herb ascending to 25 cm tall. 

Austrobaileya 8(4): 668-695 (2012) 

Stems and pedicels with sparse patent hairs 
to 0.7 mm long, mixed with shorter glandular 
hairs. Leaves linear to oblanceolate, entire 
or with a few teeth, 1-11 cm long, 1-10 mm 
wide, acute at apex, tapered at base, glabrous 
or nearly so. Inflorescences comprising 
compound, leafy thyrse-like panicles, each 
branch subtended by a reduced leaf-like bract, 
the bracts sub-opposite below, becoming 
smaller and more distant, separated by up to 
3 mm towards the apex. Bracts mostly linear, 
1-35 mm long; peduncles 4-20 mm long; 
pedicels 3-28 mm long, articulate c. 1 mm 
below the ovary. Sepals partly adnate to the 
ovary, lanceolate to ovate, acute, 0.5-1.8 mm 
long, pubescent with simple and glandular 
hairs. Corolla 2-6 mm long, white, mauve, 
purple or red-purple; outer surface with simple 
patent hairs and shorter glandular hairs; inner 
surface glabrous, without enations; anterior 
pouch obscure. Corolla lobes with wings c. 
0.5 mm long and wide; abaxial lobes 1-1.5 
mm long; adaxial lobes 1.5-2 mm, the auricle 
+ wing c. 1 mm long. Stamen filaments 1-1.5 
mm long; anthers c. 0.3 mm long. Ovary 
glandular pubescent; septum nearly as long 
as loculus; ovules numerous; style to 3 mm 
long, with scattered patent hairs in the upper 
part; indusium somewhat oblong, widening 
at the top, 0.3-0.5 mm long, glabrous below, 
orifice bristles longer on upper lip, very 
short on lower lip. Fruit ovoid, 2-4 mm long, 
covered with patent simple hairs, sometimes 
mixed with shorter glandular hairs; 2-valved, 
the valves entire. Seeds slightly biconvex, 
elliptic, 0.3-0.4 mm long, smooth, glossy, 
with a narrow rim to 0.1 mm. 

Additional selected specimens examined: Northern 
Territory. 17.9 km from Borroloola T-junction, towards 
Wollogorang, Jun 1999, Bean 15116 (BRI, DNA, 
MEL). Queensland. Burke District: Upper Cliffdale 
Creek area, c. 23 km NW of old “Corinda” Outstation 
on the Doomadgee - “Westmoreland” Road, May 
1974, Pullen 9123 (AD, BRI, CANB, HO, MEL); 49 
km from Doomadgee on Hells Gate Road, May 1997, 
Forster P1F20926 & Booth (BRI); Bowthorn Station, 
31.5 km NNE of Bowthorn homestead, Jun 2006, 
Thompson WES724 & Hogan (BRI); 4 miles [6.4 km] N 
of Maggieville on Myravale Road, May 1974, Carolin 
8766 (SYD); Melville Creek, on road N of Normanton, 
May 2004, McDonald KRM2306 & Covacevich (BRI); 
10 km along the Normanton to Mogoura Road, SW 
of Normanton, Apr 1974, Pullen 8851 (BRI, CANB); 
31.1 km by road W of Croydon, Apr 2009, McDonald 
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KRM8388 (BRI); 27.1 km along Claraville Station Road 
from Croydon, Apr 2007, McDonald KRM6490 (BRI). 
Cook District: 140.7 km along Chillagoe Road from 
junction with Normanton - Karumba Road, May 2004, 
McDonaldKRM2325 & Covacevich (BRI); 13 km along 
Forsayth Road from Georgetown, Mar 2008, McDonald 
KRM7471 (BRI, NSW). 

Distribution and habitat: Goodenia 
minutiflora is distributed across northwestern 
Qld from Croydon to the Borroloola area in 
the NT. Plants occurs on the edges of lagoons, 
creeks, and wet depressions, drainage lines 
or soaks and on clay or sand plains, often 
associated with Melaleuca or Eucalyptus and 
Corymbia dominated open woodlands. 

Affinities: Goodenia species that are 
morphologically similar and with pink, 
purple or white flowers are: G. purpurascens 
R.Br. (NT, WA & Qld), G. viscidula Carolin 
(NT & Qld) and G. gloeophylla Carolin (NT 
& WA). However, G. gloeophylla and G. 
viscidula are both viscid glandular plants and 
G. purpurascens has longer corollas 8-12 mm 
long (Carolin 1992). 

Phenology: The species is an ephemeral herb 
appearing between March and June after rain. 

Conservation status: A widespread species 
(currently Least Concern), potentially 
threatened in some areas by weed/pasture 
invasion of habitat. 

2. Goodenia heteroptera (F.Muell.) 
B.D.Jacks. and Goodenia pilosa (R.Br.) 
Carolin 

Goodenia heteroptera has been known only 
from the holotype collected in the Newcastle 
Range in northern Qld (W.E.Armit 377 [MEL 
68192]) (Carolin 1979; 1992). The more 
widespread and variable G. pilosa, originally 
described from an island in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, has been considered to occur 
widely across northern Qld and the northern 
part of the NT, as well as New Guinea, 
Indonesia, China and the Philippines (Carolin 
1979, 1992; AVH 2012). 

Discussion of characters 

Mueller (1876) distinguished Goodenia 

heteroptera by the pedicels several times 
shorter than the calyx, and the very small 
yellow corolla with short superior lobes with 

691 

unequal wings, a trifid style and wingless 
seeds (Mueller did not mention G. pilosa). 

Brown (1810) described G. pilosa as a 
herbaceous pilose annual, the leaves dentate 
or incised, with basal auriculate flowers on 
axillary, ebracteate one flowered peduncles, 
the fruit reflexed. Bentham (1868) also 
described G. pilosa but failed to mention G. 
heteroptera. 

Carolin (1979) distinguished Calogyne 

heteroptera from C. pilosa by the presence 
of glandular hairs. He also described three 
races of C. pilosa (Table 1). Carolin (1992) 
further distinguished Goodenia heteroptera 

by the length of the corolla (c. 6 mm long), the 
presence of glandular hairs on the corolla, the 
sinus between the auricle and the wing on the 
adaxial corolla lobes, and the wing above the 
auricle narrower than the opposite one. Both 
descriptions of this species are based entirely 
on the holotype. 

Habit. The holotype of Goodenia heteroptera 

consists of a single small rosette. This 
material represents an early rosette stage 
of development only. Goodenia species 
occurring in ephemeral wetlands in northern 
Australia commonly complete their life cycle 
quickly by flowering at an early stage, and then 
if  suitable conditions persist, further growth 
and inflorescence development occurs. 

The type material of Goodenia pilosa 
includes several plants with considerable stem 
development; however, all stages from rosette 
to trailing stems have been observed among 
the specimens examined. Carolin (1979,1992) 
also described a variety of habits for G. pilosa 

in his races (Table 1). 

Hair type. The presence of glandular hairs 
was one of the characters distinguishing 
G. heteroptera (Carolin (1979, 1992) and 
these are present on the holotype. However, 
plants with or without glandular hairs were 
observed to be otherwise indistinguishable 
on the specimens examined. It is probable 
that these glandular hairs are more common 
on specimens collected at moist sites (e.g. 
McDonald KRM321, Clarkson 8979) and may 
even be lost as the environment dries out. 
Carolin (1992) also described this situation for 
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Table 1. Forms of Goodenia pilosa as described by Carolin (1990,1992) 

Race A = form i Race B = form ii  Race C = form iii  

distribution Arnhem Land, NT Arnhem Land, NT north Qld 

habit sprawling compact sprawling 

leaf 
indumentum 

conspicuously hirsute almost glabrous few hairs 

pedicels well developed short, to 4 mm usually more than 4 mm 

corolla hair 
outside 

hirsute-pubescent few simple hairs hirsute-pubescent 

seed surface glossy, smooth prominently 
verrucose 

verrucose to almost 
smooth in centre 

G. purpurascens, where the plants growing in 
creek beds are more glandular hairy. 

Hair density. The holotype of Goodenia 

heteroptera has leaves with sparse hairs, 
described by Carolin (1979) as “scattered’ 
while the type material (MEL 68195) of G. 
pilosa is quite hairy. However, hair density 
was observed to be quite variable across the 
range on the specimens examined, with those 
from the NT usually more densely hairy, 
(along with the type material of G. pilosa) 
although Carolin’s race “B”  from Arnhem 
Land was described as “almost glabrous”. 

Leaf length and width. The holotype of 
Goodenia heteroptera has only small rosette 
leaves, commonly found on immature 
material across the range. Most mature 
specimens from north-west Qld and the NT 
were observed to have longer, more narrow 
leaves similar to the type material of G. pilosa; 
however, leaf shape varied continuously from 
north-east Qld to the NT. 

Pedicel length. The very short pedicel length 
was one of the characters used by Mueller 
(1876) to distinguish Goodenia heteroptera 

and the holotype was observed to have short 
pedicels c. 1 mm long. Carolin (1979, 1992) 
described the pedicels of G. heteroptera as 
“scarcely 5 mm long” and those of G. pilosa as 
“2-2.5 mm” (although race “C”  is described 
with pedicels more than 4 mm long). The 
pedicel length observed on the specimens 
examined varied continuously from 1-22 mm 

long, suggesting that the measurement given 
by Carolin is an error and should read “2-25 
mm”. 

Corolla length. Corolla length was one of 
the characters used by Carolin (1979, 1992) 
to distinguish G. heteroptera (c. 6 mm long) 
from G. pilosa (8-15 mm long). The holotype 
of G. heteroptera has one small flower in 
the packet, the corolla measuring 6.5 mm 
long. Corolla length was observed to vary 
from 6 to 13 mm for the other specimens 
examined, with corollas tending to be longer 
on specimens from the NT (10-13 mm). 

Wing above the auricle. The unequal wings 
on the superior (adaxial) lobes was mentioned 
by Mueller (1974), Bentham (1868) and 
Carolin (1979, 1992) as a distinguishing 
character for Goodenia heteroptera. Carolin 
also described the presence of a sinus 
between wing and auricle, as an additional 
distinguishing character. On all specimens 
examined, the wing above the auricle is 
shorter, and the wing-auricle boundary is 
not clear cut. It was observed to be either 
seamless, folded or broken on various 
specimens. The appearance of a sinus on 
the holotype of G. heteroptera is therefore 
probably a misinterpretation of folding in the 
transition zone where it joins to the more rigid 
auricle. In the field, the auricles of G. pilosa 
together form an “umbrella” over the indusia 
during the early stages of flowering, and a fold 
or sinus probably develops as the flower ages, 
or during pressing. 
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Seed surface. Carolin (1990, 1992) describes 
Goodenia heteroptera as having a verrucose- 
granular seed surface and G. pilosa as 
having both smooth (race A) or verrucose 
surfaces (races B and C). The holotype of G. 
heteroptera, along with most of the eastern 
Qld material has verrucose seeds, sometimes 
very faintly so, or verrucose with an almost 
smooth centre, representing transitional states 
(e.g. Wannan 3534, Clarkson 8979, Bean 

16419). The type material of G. pilosa has 
smooth seeds. 

Conclusion 

I conclude that the holotype of Goodenia 
heteroptera, though flowering and fruiting, 
represents an early rosette stage of 
development, and represents just one part of 
the variation of the variable and widespread G. 
pilosa. The type specimen corresponds most 
closely with Carolin’s Race B from Arnhem 
Land (Carolin 1979), but the variability across 
the range does not support formal recognition 
of these races. Specimens examined from 
north-west Qld and the NT usually have longer, 
more narrow leaves, denser indumentum and 
longer corollas (Race A), but these characters 
vary across the range of specimens examined. 
The name G. heteroptera is therefore treated 
as a synonym of G. pilosa and the description 
of G. pilosa is amended from Carolin (1979, 
1992) to accommodate the corrections and 
additional observed variation. 

Taxonomy 

Goodenia pilosa (R.Br.) Carolin, Telopea 

3: 365 (1990); Calogyne pilosa R.Br., Prodr. 

579 (1810); Goodenia dubia Sprengel, Syst. 
Veg. 1: 271 (1824), nom. illeg. Type: Northern 
Territory. Carpentaria, island no. 12 [North 
Is., Sir Edward Pellew Group,], 16 December 
1802,R.Browns.n. (lecto: BMn.v., isolecto: K 
[photo!], MEL,fide Carolin [1979: 5]). 

Balingayum decumbens Blanco, FI. Filip. 187 
(1837). Type: not designated. 

Calogyne chinensis Benth., J. Linn. Soc., 
Bot. 5: 78 (1861). Type: China, near Amoy 
[Xiamen], s,dat., H.F.Hance 1422 (holo: K, 
photo!,f ide Carolin [1992: 275]). 
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Calogyne heteroptera F.Muell., Fragm. 10: 
43 (1876); Goodenia heteroptera (F.Muell.) 
B.D.Jacks., Index Kew. 1: 1056 (1895), syn. 
nov.; Carolin, Telopea 3: 565 (1990), nom. 

superfl. Type: Queensland. Cook District: 

Newcastle Ra. [Range], 5. dat., W.E.Armit 377 

(holo: MEL). 

Prostrate annual, initially a rosette to 5 
cm high, later seasonal growth spreading 
with prostrate stems to 50 cm long. Plants 
sparsely to moderately pilose with translucent 
hairs to 1.5 mm long, spreading or oblique, 
sometimes mixed with smaller glandular hairs 
particularly on lower leaves, stems and sepals. 
Leaves sessile, variable in shape, obovate to 
lanceolate or linear, acute, broadly acute or 
rounded at apex; margins entire or shallowly 
and distantly dentate, sparsely hirsute mainly 
on the margins and midvein. Basal leaves 
obovate, tapered at base, 1—4(—8) cm long, 
0.3-1 cm wide; cauline leaves alternating 
on stem, oblanceolate to nearly linear, to 15 
cm long, and up to 1 cm wide, base tapered 
or auriculate with several spreading lobes. 
Racemes to 35 cm long, the flowers subtended 
by leaf-like bracts, and often clustered near 
the apex; pedicels 1-22 mm long, sparsely 
pilose, not articulate, bracteoles absent. 
Sepals attached just below the top of the 
ovary, lanceolate to narrowly oblong, 2.2-5 
mm long, ciliate. Corolla 7-15 mm long, pale 
yellow with brown or red stripes; outer surface 
sparsely pilose; inner surface hairy in throat, 
without enations or pouch; abaxial corolla 
lobes 3-5 mm long, wings 1-1.5 mm wide, 
extending 1/2 to 2/3 of the lobe; adaxial lobes 
3-7 mm long, the auricle well developed, c. 

1.5 mm long and wide, and joined to wing on 
that side, sometimes with a fold or shallow 
sinus between; wings ± equal, 1-1.5 mm long 
and wide. Ovary pilose, sometimes shorter 
glandular hairs also present; septum short; 
ovules 10-15; style 3-fid, the middle indusium 
shorter, semicircular, c. 0.5 mm long. Fruit 
subglobular, 2.5-5 mm diameter, valves 
persistent, gaping. Seed pale brown, ovate to 
elliptic with a prominent rim, 2-4.5 mm long, 
smooth to verrucose, wing absent. 
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Additional selected specimens examined: Northern 
Territory. English Company Islands, Cotton Is., Jul 
1992, Leach 3102 (BRI, DNA, K); E side Mt Norris 
Bay, Oct 1992, Cowie 3246 (BRI, DNA, MEL); Kakadu 
N.P., Jaribu East near Aerodrome, May 1988, Weber 
9680 (AD, BRI); Yirrkala, Aug 1948, Specht 913 (BRI, 
DNA); Echo Is., Ritjirriur  Swamp, Jul 1975, Late 6124 
(BRI, CANB, DNA, L, NSW). Queensland. Burke 

District: Eight Mile Yard W of Doomadgee Aboriginal 
Mission Station near Nicholson River, May 1974, 
Pullen 9071 (BRI, CANB); 9.1 km (by road) ENE of 
Musselbrook mining camp on Musselbrook Creek, 175 
km N of Camooweal, Lawn Hill  N.P., Apr 1995, Johnson 
MRS526 & Thomas (BRI); Clara River, 40.3 km along 
Richmond Road from Prospect Station turnoff. Mar 
2008, McDonald KRM7584A (BRI). Cook District: 

Thursday Island near satellite receiving dishes on 
Milman Hill,  Apr 1986, Clarkson 6456 (BRI, NSW); 
58.7 km N of the Archer River crossing on the Coen to 
Weipa Road, Apr 1991, Clarkson 8979 & Neldner (BRI, 
NSW); 3 km E of junction of Kennedy River & Lakes 
Creek, Lakefield N.P., May 1992, Neldner 4012 (BRI); 
Isabella Falls 23.5 km E of Normanby River on Laura to 
Cooktown Road, Jun 1985, Clarkson 5968 (BRI, CANB, 
DNA, L, PERTH); Hann Tableland N.P., headwaters of 
Gap Creek, central part of Tableland, W of Mareeba, 
May 2010, Forster PIF37250 & Thomas (BRI, MEL); 
150 metres from Rookwood Creek, Rookwood Station, 
Mar 2000, McDonald KRM321 (BRI); 51.3 km along 
O’Briens Creek Road from Mount Surprise, Mar 2007, 
McDonald KRM6348 (BRI); Fog Creek Station, c. 1.2 
km W of Fog Creek, about 21 km N of the homestead, 
180 km N of Richmond, Apr 2004, Kahler TH7910 
& Appelman (BRI). North Kennedy District: S of 
Cardwell, May 2004, Wannan 3534 (BRI); Doug Haigh 
Drive, NE of Ravenswood, Apr 2010, Holland 2068 & 
Lovatt (BRI, DNA); Lannercost S.F., Oak Hills Road, 
W of Ingham, May 2003, Ford AF3954 (BRI, MEL, 
NSW); Bruce Highway, 13 km W of Bowen, May 2000, 
Bean 16477 (BRI, MEL); 2.9 km along Airport Road, 
S of Proserpine, May 2000, Bean 16419 (BRI). South 

Kennedy District: 24.3 km from Proserpine towards 
Mackay, Apr 1991, May 2000, Bean 2902 (BRI); Ilbilbie 
- Notch Point Road, c. 4 km due W of coast, Apr 1994, 
Champion 1056 & Pollock (BRI). 

Distribution and habitat: Goodenia pilosa 

is distributed across northern Australia, from 
Mackay to Cape York in Qld, and across the 
top end of the NT (AVH 2012); also in New 
Guinea, Indonesia, China and the Philippines. 
It occurs in seasonally wet areas, on the edges 
of lagoons, creeks, and wet depressions, 
drainage lines or soaks, on clay or sand 
plains, often associated with Melaleuca or 
Eucalyptus and Corymbia open woodland. 

Affinities: Goodenia species that are similar 
to G. pilosa and that have yellow flowers and 
branched styles are G. holtzeana (Specht) 
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Carolin (NT & WA), G. heppleana (W.Fitzg.) 
Carolin (NT & WA) and G. neglecta (Carolin) 
Carolin (NT). However, G. holtzeana is an 
erect, viscid herb with longer corollas (14-20 
mm long); G. heppleana is also glandular 
but is distinguished by the fruit which do not 
gape open at maturity. Goodenia neglecta 

is the most similar to G. pilosa, but can be 
distinguished by the glandular hairy bracts 
and pedicels (Carolin 1992). 

Phenology: Goodenia pilosa is an ephemeral 
herb appearing between March and June after 
rain. 

Conservation status: A widespread and 
common species (currently Least Concern), 
potentially threatened in some areas by weed/ 
pasture invasion. 
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